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Brenda S. Oehler, MSN, RN, NE-BC is an accomplished nurse executive with more than 25 years of 
leadership experience in complex acute care environments. Currently, she serves as Director of 
Emergency Services and Nursing Operations at UnityPoint Health – St. Luke’s Hospital in Cedar 
Rapids, Iowa, providing strategic oversight for emergency departments, air ambulance, outpatient 
infusion, and key operational areas.  

Brenda is recognized for leading transformation initiatives that advance workforce optimization, care 
delivery innovation, and operational performance. She has driven measurable improvements in 
staffing models, patient safety, and system capacity, including leading large-scale pandemic 
response efforts.  

A dedicated advocate for nursing excellence, she is committed to developing leaders and advancing 
evidence-based practice. Brenda holds an MSN in Nursing Leadership, is ANCC board certified as a 
Nurse Executive, and actively contributes to professional leadership through AONL and the Iowa 
Organization of Nurse Leaders.  
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